
 
 

DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
ADMISSIONS INFORMATION NIGHT 

HIGH SCHOOL AGENDA 
January 14, 2010 7:30 pm—Upper Room 

 
 

Opening Activities     John O'Hair, Headmaster DCS  
�  Welcome and Opening Prayer              
�  Introductions 
�  Devotion 

Who is Desert Christian?     
�  DCS Video 
�  Our Organization 
�  Our Mission      
�  Our Heritage  
�  A Distinctively Christian School Program 
�  Safe But Not Safe 

Serving Families   
�  A Scholarship Opportunity – Arizona Tuition Tax Credit 
�  Institute for Better Education     

 
High School Admissions Introduction—Jon Self 
 
Academic and Co-Curricular Information —Kelly Schwanbeck 

·  Courses of Instruction 
·  Co-curricular Opportunities 
·  Students view: 

 Tyler Kennedy- Campus Life  
 Hannah Robb- School Retreat 

 
Applying to DCHS—Jon Self 

·  The Interview process: what is the purpose, the expectation 
 
Application Process—Linda Self 

·  Application packets 
·  Admission Deadline Calendar & Questions 
·  Sign list/pick up packets at table 
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NOTE:   Desert Christian Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or 
ethnic origin. 
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)



 
DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
"Discipling young people to make a difference in their world"  

 
OUR HERITAGE  -  OUR FUTURE    -    2010-2011 

 
 

Desert Christian High School (DCHS) opened its doors in 1986 following two years of planning 
and praying by four core families who envisioned a quality Christian high school on the east side 
of Tucson.  
 
Believing that God was using them to accomplish, “big things,” these families stepped out in 
faith and commitment. In space rented from Christ Community Church, the high school opened 
its doors with just 23 students in grades 9 and 10, and a combined full and part-time staff of 
seven. 
 

In 1991, with an enrollment approaching 100 students, and outgrowing the facilities at Christ 
Community Church, DCHS moved to the facilities offered by El Camino Baptist Church. 
Following God’s leading, the Board of Trustees expanded the school by adding the Middle 
School in early 2000 and the Elementary School in 2004.   
 

Again led by God, our current property was purchased at 7525 E. Speedway and the campus 
opened in 2001. The site presently houses the middle school and high school while the 
elementary school, still at the El Camino Baptist Church site, plans to build a future and 
permanent K-8th grade campus at Wrightstown and Harrison.   
 

Desert Christian Schools Today 
 

Desert Christian Schools is a learning community that disciples its young people to: 
 

 (1) Know God truthfully with their minds 
(2) Love God thankfully with their hearts 
(3) Trust God thoroughly with their wills 
(4) Serve God totally with their lives (Matthew 22:37) 

 

DCS serves 220 high school, 115 middle school, and 155 elementary students. The schools 
are served by 65 full and part-time faculty and staff. 
 

DCS is in its 23rd year of offering a rigorous, Christ-centered liberal arts education. Respected 
academically, 95% of our graduates attend colleges, universities and military academies across 
the country. In the last three years, 152 DCS graduates have earned approximately $5 million in 
scholarships for academic achievement, leadership and athletics.  
 

Two of the last four Arizona Daily Star’s “Student of the Year” have been DCHS graduates. The 
middle school regularly produces top finishers in the regional ACSI Math Olympics and Spelling 
Bee. DCS students, at all three schools, consistently score well above the national average on 
achievement assessments, with DCHS having several National Merit Scholarship 
winners in recent years. 



 
The DCHS drama and musical theatre department has established a reputation for excellence, 
attracting audiences from all over Tucson. In recent years, the Southern Arizona Shakespeare 
competition has chosen three DCHS students to represent Southern Arizona at the national 
competition at NYC's Lincoln Center and USA Weekend named the DCHS production of, 
"Camelot," the "Best High School Musical" in Arizona.  
  
Athletically, our boys and girls teams have distinguished themselves by winning many 
conference and state titles, but more importantly, character awards such as this year's Boyd 
Baker trophy for outstanding sportsmanship among all 1A-5A high schools in Southern 
Arizona. Our high school athletic director has also been nationally recognized for outstanding 
contributions to our state athletic association.   
 
DCHS received the highest Arizona Interscholastic Association state honor, The Blue Cup 
Award, which recognizes the excellence of the DCHS co-curricular activities and the school's 
achievements in "Pursuing Victory with Honor."   
 
Our faculty and staff have also distinguished themselves with national recognition in the areas of 
science, yearbook, and the High School Senior Expo program.  
 
The story of Desert Christian Schools is indeed a story of God's faithful leading and abundant 
blessing in every aspect of school life at the high, middle, and elementary school levels. For that 
we praise Him and will continue to seek his will for future generations of young people who will 
impact the world for Christ.��
�

Major Accomplishments of DCHS 
 

DCHS Influence on the Community (Community Service Recognition) 
·  Senior Expo projects recognized by newspapers & scholarship organizations  
·  One student’s campus recycling program won a scholarship for her & a school grant for 

DCS* 
·  Since 2006, 2 seniors have won the annual Tucson Citizen Student Achievement Award 

** 
 
* Awarded by Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
** Awarded to 1 – 2 city seniors for scholarship, leadership, involvement in community & school activities  
 

DCHS Special Student & School Awards (National Merit Finalist, Blue Cup, etc.) 
·  Since 2005, DCHS produced: 

o Three National Merit finalists 
o Two National Hispanic Recognition Students 
o Three National Merit Commended Students 
o A current (2009) student that may be named a finalist 

·  In 2008, a DCHS student won the AIA Student of the Year 
·  The Arizona “Blue Cup” (AIA "Everyday Heroes" Top School Award for Arizona) 
·  USA Weekend (Top Musical Theatre in State) 
 

 



 
DCHS Students Offices/Awards 

·  The Boys State Conference "Boy's Stater of the Year" 
·  Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Conference Award 

 

Analysis of DCHS Standardized Test Scores (Especially Reading and Math) 
 

2005-2009 ACT Ranges 
·  ENGLISH range: 23.8 – 26.3 (out of 36)  

o The state averages: 20.9 – 21.3 
o The national average: 20.4 to 20.7 

   
·  ACT Math Average: 21.6 to 24.7 

o State ranged from 21.7 to 22.1  
o National average ranged 20.7 to 21 

 

2009 DCHS ACT Average Comparisons 
·  DCHS averaged 24.7 compared to the state’s 22.1 and national average of 21 
·  94% of DCHS students’ ACT test met the ACT College English benchmark score 
·  78% of DCHS students met the ACT college readiness benchmark score in Math 

 

Fact: Every year, DCHS has consistently outranked state & national ACT averages  
 

2009 SAT Scores 
·  DCHS mean score in Critical Reading was 532 (out of possible 800) 

o Arizona mean – 516  
o National mean – 501   

·  DCHS Mean in Math was 541  
o Arizona – 521  
o National – 515   

·  DCHS Average Writing score – 533  
o Arizona mean – 497  
o National – 493   

Fact: DCHS students consistently outrank state and national averages on the SAT. 
 

AIMS Test 
·  Most DCHS students passed and, therefore, exceeded state standards!  
·  Those who passed were given free tuition to any AZ state university * 
 

*  The state universities are Arizona State in Tempe, Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, and  Tucson’s 
University of Arizona 

 

Percent of DCHS Graduates Attending College 
·  Consistently 90% or more of DCS students attend college 
·  2009: 95% attended college 

 
The accomplishments of the high school noted above could not have taken place without the 
incredible basic education provided by the K5 – 5th grade program. DCS students learn to read 
in K5 and upon that foundation DCS primary teachers continue to build. The results are 



evidenced by the DCS elementary national test scores. The well-above average scores in both 
Reading and Math point to a dedicated teaching staff; one that believes in helping each 
individual student to be the best they can be.  
 
The upper elementary and middle schools each offer a challenging curriculum to which the DCS 
students respond extremely well. The basic education received in the primary grades prepares 
them well to take on all academic challenges that they will receive through 8th grade and beyond. 
Again, the national tests scores are well above the average. The DCS students are also well 
prepared in bible, history, reading and writing which sets the stage for a truly first class high 
school education.  
 
The DCS comprehensive program makes positioning the school to continue to lead the way in 
Christian education in the Tucson area imperative.  For that reason; DCS has implemented a 10-
year plan to secure its own facilities and athletic fields. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Desert Christian Schools 
 

Safe…but not safe 
 

Each generation of Christians chooses one of three responses to the surrounding culture.* 
 
  ATTITUDE     ACTION 

 

Offended  �     Withdraw 

   Enamored             �      Assimilate 

   Distressed            �                Engage 

 
Desert Christian believes that the Scriptures both teach (Matthew 10:16, John 17:5-7,  
I Peter 3:15) and model (Matthew 9:36, Acts 17:16-31) that distress and engagement (in 
courageous dependence on God) is the Christian’s dutiful and loving response to the world.  
Consistent with such belief Desert Christian desires that its students not flee from the world, 
but be prepared “to be in the world, but not of the world.” 
 
In helping prepare its students to lovingly engage the world, Desert Christian emphasizes: 
 

1. Interpreting and responding to life from a biblical worldview 

2. Understanding competing worldviews prevalent in culture 

3. Defending the biblical Christian worldview as truth 

4. Equipping students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to Confront 
their world with Consecration, Competence, Character, and Caring  

 
While Desert Christian desires that its students be safe to pursue learning without unnecessary distractions, it by 
no means sees itself as a monastic hideaway.  Therefore Desert Christian utilizes grade-appropriate curriculum, 
which the school believes prepares students to understand and engage their world. 

 
Desert Christian sees its role as an extension of the parents with whom it partners, to train and equip students  
“….in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4), with the desire that they be prepared to stand 
alone as adults, truly making a difference. 

 

 

* as described in a lecture by Dr. William Brown, President, Cedarville College 

�

 



DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
“Questions & Answers”  

Important Facts 
 

1. Individual taxpayers can fund scholarships and receive an offsetting Arizona tuition 
tax credit when they make a contribution to a registered School Tuition Organization 
(STO).  However, businesses (regardless of form) cannot take advantage of this 
opportunity, only individuals. 

 

2. An Arizona tax credit (as opposed to a tax deduction) is subtracted from the income 
tax owed to (or withheld by) the state of Arizona. 

 

3. This dollar-for-dollar tax credit  cannot exceed $1000, nor can it exceed one’s total 
Arizona tax liability (if that liability is less than $1000).  Married individuals who file 
separate returns are entitled to a maximum tax credit of $500, and single filers or 
head-of-households can receive a maximum credit of $500.  Any unutilized credits 
may be carried forward for up to the next five taxable years. 

 

4. In addition to receiving the Arizona tax credit, a taxpayer can also claim a tax 
deduction on his/her federal return for a contribution to an STO.  Contributions in 
excess of the aforementioned limits may be taken as itemized deductions on both 
state and federal returns. 

 

5. Contributions may be designated for Desert Christian Schools, or specifically for 
DCHS, DCMS, or DCES.  

 

6. Contributors may also recommend their contribution to a specific student.  This is 
called a “recommended contribution” and qualifies for the tax credit.  There is no 
financial qualifying for the students’ family when this is done.  However, if a 
taxpayer recommends his/her own child, he/she cannot receive the Arizona tax credit. 

 

7. The Institute for Better Education (IBE) is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt, nonprofit 
organization and a qualified STO.  IBE has worked very effectively with Desert 
Christian for almost ten years.  (If a contributor chooses to use another STO, he/she 
can still designate Desert Christian.) 

 

8. There are four ways you can make your contribution:  stop by the IBE office OR 
·  Phone in your contribution by using your credit card (512-5438) 
·  By using your credit online at ibescholarships.org 
·  Contact IBE at 512-5438 to set up a monthly checking account debit 
·  Mail in your check (made payable to IBE) and donation form to IBE at: 
  Institute for Better Education (IBE) 
  5151 E. Broadway, Suite 1600, Tucson, AZ 85711   

 

9. Within a few days of receiving a contribution, IBE provides documentation for tax 
purposes.  The forms to be used when filing for the tax credit are simple and are 
available from IBE, Desert Christian, or the Arizona Department of Revenue (AZ 
forms #301 and #323). 

 
10. If you have additional questions, please contact IBE.  Desert Christian’s office staff 

will do their best to assist you as well.  We do recommend that you contact your tax 
advisor regarding any personal tax questions. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Desert Christian High School 

Participation Options 
 

Parent Options 
 

�  All-school events: Retreat, publicity, mailings, shopper, drivers , chaperones 

�  Athletic Events: gate keepers, score keepers, clock, snack bar workers, drivers 

�  CIA: lead or organize activities that promote community and service 

�  Class events: Parent/Teacher Conferences, Awards Nights, Commencement, Baccalaureate,                  

       luncheons, festivals 

�  Computer input 

�  Facility maintenance 

�  Financial support 

�  Participate on Parent Association Committee: plan class events, Spring Formal, fund-raising, 

Senior blessing lunch, Senior blessing faculty chapel 

�  Prayer Team 

�  Student Council Events: B.Y.O.M Barbeques, Sock Hop, game nights 

�  Test Proctoring: PSAT, PLAN, AIMS 

�  Weekly volunteer:  lunch server, lunch monitor, library aide, office aide 
 

Student Options 
 

�  Art:   public exhibits, competitions, mentoring 

�  Athletics:  FALL :  Girls’ and Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Volleyball, Swimming  

WINTER :  Basketball 

SPRING:  Baseball, Softball, Track, Golf, Boys’ Volleyball, Tennis 

�  Chapel:  worship team, chapel planning 

�  CIA activities:  study hall, clubs, Bible studies, worship 

�  Drama/Musical Theatre 

�  International educational trips 

�  International short-term missions trips 

�  Music:  choral , band , hand bells 

�  National Honor Society:  community service involvement 

�  Shakespeare Festival 

�  Scuba Diving Club 

�  Student Council: Spirit Week, B.Y.O.M Barbeques, Sock Hop, publicity, events  

�  Student Foreign Exchange 

�  Thespian Society 

�  Yearbook 



 
 

Serving the Tucson Community since 1986 

Desert Christian High School 
“Discipling young people to make a difference in their world” 

 

2009-2010 College Admission Profile 
 
The mission of Desert Christian Schools is to disciple students in partnership with Christian 
families while providing a biblically integrated traditional liberal arts education, so that they 
will mature spiritually, develop a biblical worldview, and be academically prepared to impact 
their world for Christ 
 

Accreditation: 
Association of Christian Schools International 
North Central Association of Colleges & Schools 
 

Affiliations: 
Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA) 
Christian Schools International (CSI) 
 

Awards: 
Blue Cup (AIA Everyday Heroes Top School 
     Award for Arizona) 
USA Weekend (top musical theatre in state) 
 

School CEEB Code: 
030483 
 

Student Body: 
220 students in grades 9-12 
Approximately 50 churches represented 
 

National Merit Scholars (Since 2005) 
4 National Merit finalists (1 class of 2010) 
2 National Hispanic Recognition students  
3 National Merit commended students  
 

SAT/ACT Average 2009: 
DCHS students consistently outrank state and national averages in the SAT and ACT. 
SAT Critical reading: 532 
SAT Math: 541  
SAT Writing:  533  
ACT English: 24.4 
ACT Math: 24.7 
ACT Reading: 23.2 
ACT Science: 22.4 
ACT Composite: 23.8 
 

Class of 2009 College Attendance: 
College attendance:  90% 
Four year college attendance:  60% 
Two year college attendance:  30% 
Grading System: 
A   = 95-100 C   = 73-76 
A-  = 90-94 C-  = 70-72 
B+ = 87-89 D+ = 67-69 
B   = 83-86 D   = 63-66 
B-  = 80-82 D-  = 60-62 
C+ = 77-79 F    = below 60 
 



Class Ranking: 
Desert Christian does not rank students. 
 
Graduation Requirements: 
Desert Christian requires students to earn 24 credits (1 credit=1 full year class); to receive a diploma students 
must fulfill the following: 
 
Bible    4 credit 
English    4 credits 
Foreign Language  2 credits 
Fine Arts   1 credit 
Health    0.5 credit 
History    3.5 credits 
Mathematics   4 credits 
Physical Education  0.5 credit 
Public Speaking   0.5 credit 
Science    3 credits 
Senior Seminar   0.5 credit 
 
Honors Courses: 

·  Honors English available for qualifying students in 10th-12th grade  
·  Honors-level work available in certain science and history courses 
 
 

Administration  
Headmaster—John O’Hair 
Principal—Jon Self 
Faculty Support 
Athletic Director—Cindy Riley 
Guidance Counselor—Kelly Schwanbeck 
Contact Information  
Telephone 520.298.5817 
Fax  520.298.9312 
www.desertchristian.org   

 
Academic Curriculum: 
Language Arts 

·  English 1,2,3,4; Honors English 2,3,4; Public Speaking; Mock Trial 
Foreign Languages 

·  Spanish 1,2,3,4; French 1,2; German 1,2; American Sign Language 1,2 
Sciences 

·  Environmental Science, Biology; Chemistry; Physics; Advanced Biology; 
Advanced Chemistry 

Mathematics 
·  Algebra 1,2; Geometry; Math Theory & Application; Pre-calculus; Calculus 

History 
·  Western Civilization 1,2; United States History; American Government 

Fine Arts 
·  Art 1,2; Choral Ensemble; Instrumental Music; Hand bells; Drama 1,2; Musical Theatre; Performance 

Drama 
Bible/Theology 

·  Old Testament; New Testament; Christian Perspectives; Christian Living 
Physical Education 

·  Health; Introduction to PE; Independent PE; Weight-training 
Practical Arts 

·  Yearbook; Chapel Planning 
Senior Seminar (practical preparation college, career and life post-high school 



 
 
Senior Expo Project 

·  All seniors are required to complete a minimum of 30 hour project in order to graduate. Three types 
available: 

o Internship 
o Thesis 
o Leadership project involving community service and personal growth 

 

Faculty and Staff: 
·  21 full and part-time teachers, Arizona state certified  
·  7 full and part-time support personnel 
·  Hundreds of parent and community volunteers 

 

Graduates in Military Service: 
53 who have served or are serving 
14 Service Academy appointments 
7 ROTC scholars 
 

Varied Co- and Extra-curricular programs: 
·  An acclaimed Performing Arts program: Musical Theatre and Drama (performed at the Tucson 

Community Center Leo Rich Theatre); Choral Ensemble; Instrumental Music and Handbells 
 

·  Humanities and Sciences Interdisciplinary Program in  
San Diego/Tucson 

 

·  Athletic teams compete in the Arizona Interscholastic Association 2A Central Region: 
Girls                 Boys     
Swimming        Swimming 
Volleyball         Soccer 
Basketball   Basketball 
Softball   Baseball 
Soccer   Volleyball 
Tennis   Tennis 
Track   Track 
Golf   Golf 
           

·  Special Interest Clubs and Activities: 
National Honor Society 
Student Council 
Shakespeare Festival 
International Thespian Society 
Mock Trial 
Scuba Diving Club 
Marine Biology 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Yearbook 
Community art displays 

 

Foreign Exchange Students: 
Accredited by U.S. Homeland Security for Foreign Exchange Student Visa Program.  Recent students   
from: 

·  Argentina 
·  China 
·  Germany 
·  Iraq 
·  Russia 
·  South Korea 
·  Sweden 
·  Turkey 

 

 
 



 
Schools recent graduates attended: 
Arizona State University, Azusa Pacific, Biola University, California Baptist University, Calvin College, 
Cedarville College, Dordt College, Emerson College, Gordon College, Grove City College, Hillsdale College, 
LeTourneau University, Northern Arizona University, Pima Community College, Point Loma Nazarene 
University, Seattle Pacific University, Taylor University, Trinity International University, University of 
Arizona, Westmont College, Wheaton College, U.S.A.F.Academy, U.S. Military Academy at West Point, U.S. 
Naval Academ



Updated 2/8/2010 

 
DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

STATEMENT OF FAITH & PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION 

Core Values 
�  DCS disciples children to follow Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and commit to lives of loving Kingdom 

service.  
John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” 

�  DCS seeks to glorify God in all that it does. 
1 Corinthians 10:31 “…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 

�  DCS teaches every subject and nurtures character development from a Biblical Christian perspective, 
imparting knowledge and wisdom to our students. 

Colossians 2:2-3 “…in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

�  DCS is dedicated to academic excellence and cultivating life-long learners. 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might…” 

�  DCS is laying the foundation in children’s lives through its instruction to enable them to impact their culture 
for Christ. 

1 Corinthians 3:11 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Christ Jesus.” 

�  DCS is a parent-sponsored, board-directed, covenant Christian school that encourages a high level of 
parental involvement. 

Genesis 17:7 “I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants 
after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.” 

�  DCS partners with Christian families to educate, nurture and train children as followers of Christ.  
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 
your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” 

 
 Statement of Faith 

�  We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of God. 
�  We believe there is only one God, eternally existent in three Persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
�  We believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, His miraculous conception and virgin birth, His sinless life, His 

sacrificial and atoning death, His resurrection, His ascension to the right hand of the Father, His return in 
power and glory to establish His earthly kingdom. 

�  We believe in the absolute necessity of reformation by the Holy Spirit for salvation because of the sinfulness 
of human nature; and that we’re justified by the shed blood of Jesus Christ; and that only by God’s grace, 
through faith alone, are we saved. 

�  We believe in the resurrection of the saved into eternal communion with God, and that they that are lost will 
be separated from God. 

�  We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
�  We believe that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit enables the Christian to live a Godly life. 



Updated 2/8/2010 

 

 
 
Philosophy & Objectives of DCS 

Desert Christian School holds to a Christian philosophy of education and views this as the foundation for all 
policy, procedures, instruction, and activities.  A Christian philosophy acknowledges that there is a Creator God who 
has given us His Word and its principles as a guide for faith and life.  We teach, unashamedly, God’s Word to be 
absolute Truth.  All students are confronted with the fact that man is sinful and lost, and are encouraged to accept 
Christ’s free gift of salvation.  The skills of Bible study, prayer, and the development of Christian character and a 
Christian mind are taught as foundational for a successful Christian life.  Students are encouraged to share their faith, 
stand for their convictions, and seek to fulfill God’s plan for their lives. 

Academically, students are challenged to excellence and integrity, learning the skills of analysis, problem-
solving, and critical thinking.  Cultivation of an intellectual curiosity that will result in self-motivated, life-long study 
in areas of personal interest is emphasized.  Students are taught to think logically and to develop research skills, 
while also gaining a command of the fundamental communicative processes of reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening.  We attempt to balance these intellectual pursuits with Christian ethics and character. 

Socially, DCS seeks to help each student develop a well-balanced personality based upon a proper acceptance of 
himself as a unique creation of God, made in His image.  Acceptance of self is then the foundation for acceptance 
and respect for authority, responsible freedom, and good citizenship.  Students are taught Biblical truth as the basis 
for a morally and socially responsible, self-disciplined life.  Good attitudes towards society’s institutions such as 
parents, families, and marriage, are taught and modeled.  Students learn that they are contributing members of their 
society and should treat everyone with love and respect and seek to be of service to others. 

 

Basis of Christian Education 
     Every aspect of life is subject to the will of God.  Therefore, all knowledge, every value, and each choice is under 
His authority.  We are admonished to continually seek the Lord (Amos 5:4, 6, 8, 14; James 4:8, Jeremiah 29:13) in 
an effort to become one with Him (John 17:22-23).  This unity is Christ’s heartfelt desire in order that the world may 
know that God sent Him – because He loves us. 

Christianity is wholly relational: How we relate to and impact our culture; the manner in which God relates to us 
and we relate to him (covenant); and the dynamics of our varied relationships with one another.  

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Christian’s carry on the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.  With this goal in mind, 
Christian educators provide a framework to prepare young people to live according to His will, contributing to the 
Biblical pursuit of truth.  
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 DESERT CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
 2010-11 Anticipated Student Fees 
 (Co-Curricular Time Allocation on reverse side) 
 

There are a variety of student fees other than tuition and the annual enrollment and registration fees.  These fees vary, 
depending on a student's schedule and chosen interests.  Though no guarantee of being totally inclusive, or exactly accurate, 
we have attempted to put together an approximation of student fees to assist in your financial planning.  All fees are based 
on school year 2010-11 expenses.  Expenses will be added on your family monthly tuition statement. 
 

Please note:  If, at any time, you need assistance with meeting an obligation related to a student's fee, please contact 
me.   I understand well the burden and sometimes untimeliness of such fees, and I am always grateful for an opportunity to 
look and plan ahead. 
         Sincerely, 
         Jon R. Self 
 

BY CLASS 
 
 FRESHMAN 
 

Book covers (AUG) (varies) 
* See Below 

 SOPHOMORE 
 

Book covers (AUG) (varies) 
PLAN (test)  (OCT) 12.00 
* See Below 

 JUNIOR 
 

Book covers (AUG) (varies) 
PSAT/NMSQT  (OCT)15.00 
* See Below 
 

 SENIOR 
 

S.A.L.T.   (AUG) 60.00 
(Senior Attitude/Leadership 
Trng) 
Cap & Gown 25.00 
Senior pictures      50.00-
400.00  
Announcements    30.00-
100.00 
Senior trip          300.00-
375.00 
   (depends on class fund-
raising) 
 *See below

* CLASSROOM FEES 
 Science field trips (1-2)                                 $ 5-10.00  (each) 
 Marine Biology Class trip           550.00-600.00 
 Drama/Musical Theatre                                    125.00  (per production) 
 Choir/Ensemble                                     30-50.00 
 CPR & First Aid (Health)                                  40.00 
 

* OPTIONAL ACTIVITY FEES  
 Locker                                      $ 5.00 
 School lunches           3.75-4.00  (daily) 
 Snow Ski Trip  (FEB)                                   325.00 - 350.00 
 Thespian Society          30.00 
 Jr/Sr Spring Formal  (MARCH)                          40.00 
 School Pictures (package prices vary)            10.00 – 40.00 
 School Clubs                                   (varies) 
 

* ATHLETIC FEES  
 ALL  athletes -  Physical exam  (cost determined by individual physician or health care plan) 
 Sport fee – includes transportation fee 
  Girls Volleyball  125.00 (AUG) 
  Soccer   125.00 (AUG)  NOTE:  Post-season playoffs 
  Swimming  125.00 (AUG)     may incur additional expenses 
  Basketball (ALL) 125.00 (OCT)   including lodging, meals, etc.) 
  Golf   125.00 (FEB) 
  Softball/Baseball 125.00 (FEB) 
  Track   125.00 (FEB) 
                            Tennis                     125.00         (FEB) 
                            Boys Volleyball      125.00         (FEB) 
 
 Travel Meals -- $7.00 per away game 
 Personal Equipment – varies per sport & personal taste 
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 Desert Christian High School 
 Co-Curricular Time Allocation 
 
While believing that Co-Curricular Activities, such as performing arts and athletics can greatly enrich a student's 
high school experience, it is also recognized that such involvement entails a major commitment of time and 
energy.  In order to assist families in their responsibility to consider the costs ahead of time (Luke 14:28-32), the 
following general guidelines are provided to help you assess co-curricular time demands: 
 
 
DRAMA  
 
(Musical Theatre specifics are outlined for parents on the “Back to School” night in August.  This is only a VERY 
general estimate of time commitment. 
 
Performance season  
       (generally about a 16-week commitment) 
 • 7th hour class Semester 1 
 • Daily after school practice (approx. 2-4 hrs) 
  -  varies according to role 
  -  increases with proximity to performance 
 • Saturday rehearsals 
  -  varies according to role 
  -  increases with proximity to performance 
 • Performance Week 

 -  2 days technical rehearsal at theatre       (approx. noon - 11 pm) 
  -  Dress rehearsal – 3:30 – 11 pm 

-  5-6 performances downtown at Leo Rich  
    Theatre (3 evenings, 2 matinees) 

Stage Crew – 3-4 weeks prior – 2 hours after school 
         Building set the weekend before  
         Techs & Dress Rehearsal (see above) 
          Downtown for all rehearsals and shows (see above) 
 
BAND / CHOIR / ENSEMBLE  
 
Regularly-scheduled courses 
 • Band -- two semesters class time  
    -  Evening concerts (usually 1 per semester) 
 • Choir / Ensemble -- one semester classes 
 • Extra rehearsals may be called for by the director when preparing for special events 
 • Groups may make local performances from time to time 
 • Out of town competitions (spring) 
 • Possible festival competition/performances 
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ATHLETICS  
 
Sport Season (generally about a 12-week commitment) 
 
 • 3-4 weeks preparation for competition 
  -  usually from 3:00 - 5:30 (except basketball) 
  -  some Saturday practices 
 • 8-10 weeks of competition + post-season for        Varsity teams 
  -  practices Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
      (3:00 - 5:30) (3 times a week) 
  -  games on Tuesday, Friday, Saturday (VB       Tue/Thur/Sat) 
 • Travel time 
  -  local games will involve about 1 hour 
      travel plus 2 1/2 hr game 
  -  out of town games involve 5-8 hrs travel 
       time plus game time 
  -  some out of town trips may be overnight             (tournaments, etc.) 
 
 
SPECIAL ELECTIVES  
 

�  Scuba Club – 1 per semester trip to ocean as scheduled 
�  Student Council – Two Zero Hours a week, extra evenings and Saturdays for Homecoming, Winter Dance, 

other special events. 
�  Senior Expo-  

1st Quarter: 1 to several hours (avg 5), contacting mentor for possible projects (keeping with it until 
worked out), meeting with committee to get approval, document writing. 
2nd-3rd Quarter: minimum req 24 hours (often more, but subs for senior community service). 
4th Quarter: Portfolio’s/Presentation Prep, 5 to many hours (avg 10). 
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DESERT CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
2009-2010 Faculty Profiles 

 
 

MRS.  BRENDA AYON –  B.S., University of Arizona – 1990.  (Major:  Speech and Hearing Science; 
 Minor:  Special  Education). MA,CI, Colorado Christian University – 2008  (Masters in Curriculum 
 and Instruction).  Third year at DCHS.  Teacher of  American Sign Language.  DCS students:  
 Courtney Ayon (12th grade) Andrew Ayon (8th grade).  Spouse:  Francisco Ayon.   Pantano 
 Christian Church. 
 
MRS.  MEGHAN BAKER –  B.A., Northwestern College – 2004.  (Major:  History).  Fourth year at 

DCHS.  Teacher of Western Civilization II, U.S. History, Musical Theatre Choreographer.  Spouse:  
Gavin Baker (DCHS Class of  2001).   The Vineyard Christian Community. 

 
MRS. MEG CHANDLER  – B.S. Ed., University of Arizona – 1990. (Major:  Biology;  Minor: Physics, 
 Chemistry. M.S. Biology, University of Arizona – 1999.  Nineteenth year at DCHS. Teacher of 
 Biology, Advanced Biology, and Senior Seminar. Student Council Advisor.  Spouse:  Dave 
 Chandler.  The Vineyard Christian Community. 
 
MR. PETER CLARK  – B.A., University of Arizona – 2006. (Major:  Religious Studies;  Minor:  
 Astronomy)  Second year at DCHS.  Teacher of Algebra I, Algebra II, New Testament.  Lutheran 
 Church of the Foothills. 
 
MR. JOSH DALTON – B.F.A., University of Arizona - 1999.  (Major: Theatre Education; Minor: English 
 education) DCHS alumnus, Class of 1994.  Eighth year at DCHS.  Teacher of  English II, Honors 
 English II, Honors English III, and Government.  DCS student:  Clara Bella Maria Dalton (First 
 grade).  Spouse: Cristina Dalton.  Pantano Christian Church. 
 
MRS. VALERIE EDWARDS – B.A., Carthage College – 1970. (Major:  Speech, Theater; Minor:  
 Education, English).  University of Michigan. A.M.L.S. (Master in Library Science) – 1971.  Fifth  
 year at DCHS.  Librarian. Spouse:  Don Edwards.  Northwest Bible Church. 
 
MRS. MARY HANCOCK  – B.A., Ed., Arizona State University - 1968.  (Major:  French / Secondary 
 Education,Spanish;  Minor: German).  Twentieth year at DCHS.  Teacher of Spanish I, II, III, 
 Public Speaking.  Spouse:  Lee Hancock.  Rincon Mountain Presbyterian Church. 
 
MRS. WENDY INGHAM  – B.A., University of Arizona - 1978.  (Major:  French;  Minor:  History)  

Twenty-fourth  year 
 at DCHS.  Teacher of French I, Western Civilization I, English III, and Yearbook.  Spouse:  Rex 

Ingham.  DCHS Alumni: Emily Ingham (Class of ’00), Sarah Ingham (‘02).  Christ Community 
Church.  

 
MRS. RATNA KONKA – Bachelor of Science, Nagarjuna University – 1992.  (Major: Mathematics, 

Physics, and Chemistry.) Bachelor of Education, Nagarjuna University – 1995.  (Major:  
Mathematics and Physical Science).   Second year at DCHS.  Teacher of Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, 
Calculus, Physics.  DCS student:  Harika Echuri (6th)   Spouse: Brahmaiah Echuri. Catholic Church. 

 
MR. STEVE LORD –   B.S., University of Arizona – 1994  (Major: Exercise & Sport Science; Minor:  
 Mathematics)   Sixth year at DCHS.  Teacher of Geometry, Health, and  P.E.  Soccer Coach.  
 Spouse:  Linda Lord.  St. Paul’s  Methodist Church. 
 
MR. JOHN O'HAIR  – B.A., University of Arizona - 1974.  (Major:  Education, History).  M.A., 

University of Arizona - 1979.  (Secondary Education).  26 years with The Navigators staff..   
Fifteenth year at DCHS.   DesertChristian Schools Headmaster.  Teacher of Senior Bible (Christian 
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Living), Spouse: Susie O'Hair. DCHS Alumni: John O’Hair (Class of ’00), Ross O’Hair (Class of 
‘03).   The Vineyard Christian Community. 

 
MRS. SUSIE O'HAIR – B.S., University of Arizona - 1974.  (Major:  Child Development).  M.S. Ed., 
 University of Arizona - 1976.  (Education, Learning Disabilities).  26 years with The Navigators 
 staff.  Ninth year at DCHS.Teacher of Bible (Old Testament).  Spouse:  John O'Hair.  DCHS 
 Alumni:  John O’Hair (Class of ’00), Ross O’Hair (Class of ‘03).   The Vineyard Christian 
 Community. 
 
MR.  RAY PHILLIPS –  B.S., Northwestern College – 1999.  (Majors: Business Marketing, Bible).  Third 

year at DCHS.  Teacher of Christian Perspectives, Math Theory and Application, Weight Training.  
DCHS Alumnus, Class of 1995.  Spouse:  Amy Phillips (DCHS alumnus, Class of 2001).   Dove 
Mountain Presbyterian Church. 

 
MRS. CINDY RILEY  – B.S. Ed., University of Arizona - 1985.  (Major:  Physical Education)  Twenty 
 fourth  year at DCHS.  Athletic Director. Spouse:  Steve Riley.  DCS student:  Kyle Riley (7th 

 grade). Pantano Christian Church. 
 
MS. KELLY SCHWANBECK  – B.A., Wheaton College – 1999.  (Major:  English, Secondary 

Education).   M.A.Ed, University of Arizona – 2009.  (Major:  Educational Psychology).   Fifth  
year at DCHS, Ninth year at DCS.  Teacher:  English I, Honors English I.  Guidance Counselor, 
Dean of Students.  The Vineyard Christian Community. 

 
MR. JON SELF – B.A., San Diego State University – 1985 (Major:  Sociology); B.A., California Baptist 

University - 1988.  (Major:  Social Science); M.A. Education, Point Loma Nazarene University.  
Second year at DCHS.  Principal.  DCS students:  Amie Self (10th), Breanne Self (9th), Nathan Self 
(4th). Spouse:  Linda Self.   The Vineyard Community Church. 

 
MRS. LINDA SELF – B.A., San Diego State University – 1985 (Major:  Sociology);  M.S., California 

Baptist University – 1989 (Major:  Counseling Psychology); California State License in Marriage 
and Family Therapy – 1995.    Second year at DCHS.  CIA Coordinator, Guidance Counselor 
Assistant, Admissions Coordinator.  DCS students:  DCS students:  Amie Self (10th), Breanne Self 
(9th), Nathan Self (4th).  Spouse:  Jon Self.  The Vineyard Community Church. 

  
MRS. CATHY SIMON – B.S., Kansas University - 1973.  (Major:  English;  Minor: Drama).  Twenty-
 second year at DCHS.  Teacher of English IV, Honors English IV, Public Speaking, Drama I, 
 Musical Theatre Director, Performance Drama Director.  DCHS alumnus:  Jaime Simon Perkins 
 (Class of '96).   Pantano Christian Church. 
 
MRS. CINDYRAE STANG – B.M Ed., University of Arizona, 1986.  (Major:  Music Education).  Fourth 

year at DCHS (previously taught 1987-1990)  Music Director, Christ Community Church. Teacher 
of Band, Handbells, Musical Theatre Music Director.  Spouse:  Andy Stang.  DCS students:  
Courtney Stang (12th grade), Cameron Stang (10th grade).  Christ Community Church. 

 
MRS. CINDY VISSER –  B.F.A., Kansas City Art Institute - 1975 (Major: Art).  Sixth year at DCHS.  
 Teacher  of Art.   Spouse:  Mark Visser.  DCS students:  Scott Visser (12th grade), Whitney Breslin 
 (12th grade), Maisie Breslin (11th grade).   Rincon Mountain Presbyterian Church.    
 
MRS. KAREN YANES – B. S., Bethany College – 1984.  M. S., Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  M.A. 
 Ed., University of Arizona – 2004. (Majors:  Chemistry, Communication, Education).  Fifth  year at 
 DCHS.  Teacher of Chemistry, Environmental Science.  DCS student:  Kaitlyn Yanes (10th).  
 Spouse:  Juan Yanes.  Northminster Presbyterian Church. 
 

Support Staff: Melanie Clark – 22nd  year – Pantano Christian Church 
  Jeanne Adama – 14th year – Christ Community Church 
  Mari Rotty – 12th year – Rincon Mountain Presbyterian Church 
  Treva Shipp – 3rd year – Calvary Chapel 
  Coleen Harting – 1st year – Calvary Chapel 
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DESERT CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 

2010-2011 APPEARANCE AND DRESS CODE 
 

ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO DRESS NEATLY AND MODESTLY, 
 AS BEFITS THE PARTICULAR OCCASION. 

 
 

GENERAL GUIDELINES – for both BOYS and GIRLS: 
 

1. Students are to practice good personal hygiene. 
2. All attire is to be clean, modest, and not indecent, torn, or rumpled. 
3. Proper underwear and undergarments are to be worn at all times and must not be visible. 

 4. Attire depicting or promoting illegal or inappropriate activities, or communicating sexually suggestive, vulgar,   
  crass, or sacrilegious messages will not be allowed. 

5. Hats, bandannas, athletic headbands, and sunglasses are not to be worn in the classroom. 
6. Baseball-style caps are to be worn with the bill forward only and not inside a building. 
7. Hair is to be cut and styled so that both eyes are visible at all times.  Outlandish hair styles and unnatural hair colors 

are not allowed. 
8. Lounge or pajama wear, athletic shorts, warm-ups, and boxer shorts are not proper school attire. 
9. Shoes and sandals are to be kept on at all times.   
10. Tattoos are discouraged, but if worn must not be visible. 
11. The only visible "pierced" jewelry allowed is earrings on girls. 
12. Make up (including nail polish) may be used in moderation by girls and not at all by boys. 
13. Professional Dress Days: These days are not intended to be a fashion show, rather an opportunity for students to 
dress in 
        attire they would wear for a job interview. 
 
 
 

Specifically for BOYS: 
 

1. Tank tops and sleeveless shirts are not allowed. 
2. Shirts may be untucked, unless excessively long.    
3. Pants are to be fitted properly (not too tight or too baggy) and are to be worn at the waist. 
4. Shorts may be worn; however they must meet the same fitting requirements as long pants (#3). 
5. Hair is to be well-groomed, and styled so that both eyes are visible at all times. 

 6. Boys are to be neatly shaven (allowing for trimmed beards).  Scraggly, unkempt whiskers will not be permitted.  
 7. Professional Dress Days: A collared dress shirt (which buttons completely down the front), a cloth tie, and long 

dress pants are to be worn.  Dress shoes and dress socks (no short socks) are the appropriate footwear; no boots or 
athletic shoes are allowed.  Top shirt buttons must be buttoned, all shirts must be tucked in, and ties must be neatly 
knotted over the top button throughout the ENTIRE  day.  Not allowed:  Denim pants or jackets, sweatshirts, short 
socks, boots, athletic shoes or flip flops (of any kind). 

 
 
 

Specifically for GIRLS: 
 

 1.  Dresses and skirts must at least come to the top of the knee (even with leggings). 
2.   Slits in skirts and dresses must be no higher than the top of the knee. 
3.  Shorts may be no higher than 4” above the top of the knee.    

4.  Skirts, shorts, and pants should not be excessively tight and should allow for freedom of movement. 

5.  Tight, sheer, halter, spaghetti, strapless, off the shoulder or low-cut (cleavage revealing) tops and dresses are not to be 
worn. 

 6.  Attire which resembles undergarments (i.e. camisoles) are not appropriate outer garments. 
7.  Sleeveless dresses and blouses may be worn provided they are at least 2” wide at the shoulder.  
8.  Blouses and tops must be long enough to cover midriffs and backs at all times, including when sitting, leaning 

forward, or raising arms. 
9.  Professional Dress Days: Girls are to wear dresses, skirts or dress pants with dress shoes.  Not allowed:  Split skirts, 

denim skirts, denim pants, denim jackets, khaki skirts or pants, sweatshirts, basic t-shirts, athletic shoes, and flip flops 
(of any kind). 
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 DRESS GUIDELINES ENFORCEMENT: 
  
 While the school sees it as the entire school community’s responsibility to support and uphold dress 
standards, enforcement of the standard will be up to school authorities (i.e. staff, teachers, administrators).  
At times school authorities will be called upon to respond to a determined dress standards violation.  It is 
important to note that final determination as to whether a student is in compliance with dress guidelines 
rests solely with school authorities. 
 Such authority will enforce school dress standards by: 
  1) issuing a verbal warning   
  2) turning in a written citation to the office  
                  3) turning in a written citation and requiring a change of attire 
  4) meeting with the Dean of Students to determine consequences, which may include: 
 a.  wearing a uniform consistent with the DCS Middle School uniform, for a   
  determined time. 
   b.  behavior contract issued for lack of respect for Desert Christian High School 
   c.  suspension 
   d.  disenrollment 
 
 Improper professional dress shall result in student wearing professional dress for at least two 
days following the day of violation.  Number of days of professional dress will be determined by 
the Dean of Students. 
 
 All that is necessary for a student to maintain the privilege of choice related to school attire is to 
exercise the freedom of choice responsibly.  A good maxim might be “When in doubt, don’t,” or “Get 
approval in advance” through the Dean of Students. 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


